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● Please mute your 
microphones

● If your wifi is lagging, 
consider turning your 
camera off

● Have you visited our 
website? 
www.fisherparkps.ocdsb.ca

Hi!
Welcome to 

¡Bonjour!
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Mr. Maloley - Principal
Mr Wilson - Vice-Principal
Mr. Sainis - Learning Support Teacher
Ms. Ovens - Student Success Teacher
Mr. Astra - Learning Resource Teacher

Welcome!

Meet your Summit Staff

Ms. Morgan

Ms. Tayler

Ms. Sops

Mr. Herrington

Ms. McGuinness

Mr. Fa
rley

Ms. For
syth
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FPSA
Grade 7 & 8 at FPSA: What you 

need to know….
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Welcome to 
FPSA Life at FPSA - an important note about Covid-19

This slideshow includes information about 

Fisher Park/Summit Alternative in a 

typical year. Depending on the COVID 

protocols that might be in place in 

September 2022, certain things might 

look different. Based on the recent 

removal of certain protocols, we are 

cautiously optimistic that we will have a 

normal year.
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Summit Open House Format.

Mr. Maloley Introduction to FPSA

The Alternative Philosophy - why Summit?

Questions
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What is the Alternative Philosophy?
Summit’s Guiding Principles

Addressing Individual Interests and Aptitudes: The Alternative 
Elementary Program is based on a concept of student-centered learning 
and this philosophy translates into all aspects of a student’s experience at 
school. The program provides students opportunities to meet Ministry 
expectations with flexibility to allow greater concentration in areas of their 
own interest and aptitudes.

The Alternative Philosophy

Collectively, the following characteristics form the foundation of the 
alternative education philosophy
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Cooperation & Teamwork

Cooperation and teamwork are 
emphasized instead of 
competition in all aspects of the 
school. The core belief is that 
children who are motivated from 
within, instead of by rewards, will 
become lifelong learners, eager 
to take on challenges. 

Look for: Everyone’s contribution 
is valued, no awards or prizes 
given.

Summit Activities: Cooperation 
over competition, participation by 
all in Phys. Ed., focus on personal 
goal setting, group activities such 
as Stock Market, Amazing Race 
etc...
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Innovative Approaches
A commitment to innovative 
approaches; teaching and 
learning through a shared 
responsibility among staff, 
students, and parents. 

Look for: Community projects, 
unique and creative units of 
study, outdoor classrooms and 
other non-traditional learning 
environments, mixed age groups,  
project-based learning

Summit Activities: Summit Stock 
Market, The Amazing Race, 
Design District, Genius Hour, 
Summit Goes Global, Escape 
Rooms, Workshops, Field          
trips to valuable learning 
locations, Growing Futures     
social entrepreneurship program.
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Student Directed & Teacher Directed Learning 

A balance between student-directed 
and teacher directed learning: the 
teacher acts as a 
facilitator/mentor/guide of the child’s 
learning; enhances self-concept, 
enthusiasm for learning, and personal 
responsibility. 

Look for: Classrooms arrangements 
foster collaboration (groups of 
students working together).

Summit Activities: Genius Hour, 
I-cubed, Project Based learning 
and through regular classroom 
learning activities, project 
differentiation.



SLIDESMANIA.COM

Multi-Aged Groupings 

Interaction among children of different 
ages and at different stages of 
development provides an 
environment wherein students learn 
from each other as well as from the 
teacher. 

Look for: Intentional use of mix-grade 
classrooms where possible, 
inter-class collaboration on projects, 
buddies, mentoring and student 
leadership.

Summit Activities: More than 
“split-grade classes”, Summit 
provides many opportunities 
throughout the year for students 
of different grades and classes to 
engage with each other and work 
together including: Summit Stock 
Market, Workshops, Winter 
Carnival, Amazing Race and 
more...
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Integrated Curriculum
This provides a natural 
progression from whole to parts 
and stresses the interrelation of 
all learning and subjects. 

Look for: Interconnectedness 
amongst subjects, taught in 
context.

Summit Activities: Summit 
teachers use a variety of themed 
units to integrate the curriculum 
across subject areas (e.g., Field 
Trips, gr 7 students partner with 
the Parkdale Food Centre, 
making community connections, 
develop life skills and 
cross-curricular links, gr 7 & 8 
Stock Market unit, Amazing Race, 
Economies Day). 
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Family & Community Centred 

A family & community-centered school 
environment wherein parental 
involvement is essential for the 
partnership between the home and 
school, which in turn fosters 
self-respect, respect for the ideas and 
the opinions of others, and an 
appreciation for people’s differences. 

Look for: Collaboration with parents 
and community members.

Summit Activities: School Council 
is always the default for parent 
involvement, but participation on 
field trips, in class, and during 
special activities is way more fun, 
and connects parents with their 
child's learning.
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Assessment & Evaluation
Assessment and evaluation is ongoing using 
multiple strategies which include student 
self-evaluations and student led 
conferences. The primary focus of this 
process is personal growth, as well as being 
used as a tool for program planning and 
assessment, student goal setting, growth & 
assessment. 

Look for: Portfolio creation, anecdotal 
reports, acknowledgment of individual 
learning styles in reference to assessment, 
reduced emphasis on grades and traditional 
tests.

Summit Activities: Bridge 
between elementary and 
secondary assessment styles, 
Student-Led Conferences, Peer 
evaluations, Use of Student 
generated success criteria, 
Performance, Authentic 
Experience...
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PDF found here

https://ocdsb.ca/UserFiles/Servers/Server_55394/File/Our%20Schools/Programs/Alternative/Alternative_Elementary_Programs.pdf
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In Summary, students are a good fit for the 
alternative program if they are/are able to:
● be motivated and curious learners: have a passion for 

learning that teachers can work into the curriculum
● be independent: able to work on their own when 

situations call for it
● be strong collaborators: one of the central tenets of 

Alternative program is that students be ready for 
cooperative learning and teamwork (able to contribute 
to a group and learn from each other)
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Student Reflections….

...some brief thoughts….

https://docs.google.com/file/d/18UzeSdVf_zJHxVLrL9n4dBcX-mzQTXvm/preview
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"I know how nervous it can be. I have 4 children. My 3 older children all went through Summit and my youngest 
cannot wait to get there - she  still has a year and a little to go. We live near Bayshore, so our commute was not 
insane but still significant. I would say that it is more than worth it.
All three of my children who have experienced Summit have been supported by the community, and challenged in a 
loving caring community. Even when in other schools they struggled. Most importantly I am also an educator. 
Several of the teachers (at WHS) can continuously tell which students graduated from Summit and which didn't. 
The Summit grads are more prepared for high school, have stronger foundations, are more confident. It is slightly 
challenging at the beginning of Grade 9 for the Summit grads as they don't know as many of the other students at 
their high schools but by the 2nd semester of Grade 9 it appears to be all even footing.
The French core teacher is excellent at preparing them for the grade nine French course.. The clubs, special activity 
days, and extra curricular are all phenomenal. The fact that the school is only Grade 7 and 8 is also a bonus in many 
ways. The building is an old highschool so they have real science labs, real wood shops, music rooms, a full 
auditorium with stage.
The transportation can appear daunting at first but everyone is learning to do it at the same time. I don't know how 
you feel about cell phones, however, we found that a simple cell phone package, even if just with text was an 
advantage in case they missed a bus or a transfer. - it kept us from worrying.
It is so worth it.
Best decision ever.
The confidence those teachers build in allowing my children to be who they are and the challenges they gave them to 
rise to their fullness is unforgettable."

Parent Reflections…..(used with permission from the Summit Facebook group)
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Here is 

an 

example 

of our 

five day 

schedule
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Google Classroom

✘ Classwork and Assignments are 
posted under the “Classwork” 
stream

✘ Reminders and announcements 
are posted under the “Stream”

✘ When students are absent, they 
should be checking and working 
on what is posted in Classwork

Google Classroom is our main form of 
communication outside of the physical classroom. 

https://classroom.google.com/c/MjcxODIxMjUzNDEx
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A virtual 
Tour of 
FPSA

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1sENj1-eah7h6r_-n2bv7mewtMFU00WPV/preview
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...and that is the tip of the iceberg!
Welcome!
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#Summit!
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

William Maloley - Principal - william.maloley@ocdsb.ca
- General school wide questions, administrative questions, programming, 

student centred etc…

Debbie Dezenosky - Office Administrator - debbie.dezenosky@ocdsb.ca
- Registration, transportation etc…

John Sainis  - Learning Support Teacher - john.sainis@ocdsb.ca
- Special Education Support, IEP’s etc….

Eleri Morgan - Summit Alternative Teacher - eleri.morgan@ocdsb.ca
- Alternative School program questions and general information

Tania Ovens - Student Success Teacher - tania.ovens@ocdsb.ca 

mailto:william.maloley@ocdsb.ca
mailto:debbie.dezenosky@ocdsb.ca
mailto:john.sainis@ocdsb.ca
mailto:eleri.morgan@ocdsb.ca
mailto:tania.ovens@ocdsb.ca
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For those coming from outside the OCDSB (private schools or Catholic 

system): If you have not done so yet, it is critical that you complete 

your registration for next year with us as soon as possible.

For those already in the OCDSB, please ensure you have let the school 

office at your present school know you will be joining us for 

September so they direct your file to the right location! 

You can also register online at any time by following the steps 

outlined here: OCDSB Registration link

Step By Step Instructions

Online Registration Form

Registration

https://ocdsb.ca/new_to_o_c_d_s_b/registration
https://p13cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_55394/File/New%20to%20OCDSB/Registration/Online%20Registration-%20Parent%20Instructions.pdf
https://onlinereg.ocdsb.ca/fusion
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Thank you!
We are so excited to 
meet you in person! 

Do you have any 
questions?


